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in large numbers in America, England, Europe,
Africa and Australia. Jains and Parsis live only
in India.

Which is the most ancient and greatest of all
these religions, Sir?

Dr.Hoggwho was aChristian priest and a former
principal of Madras Christian College has said
thus: 'Hinduism is the most ancient religion
which contains principles from the lowest
to the highest. It has spiritual paths chalked
out for different kinds of persons at differ-
ent mental stages. It has an excellent phi-
losophy. The conception ofAatma, Rebirth,
Karma theory and Reincarnation is special
to Hinduism alone". Showing mercy, love,
brotherliness, forgiveness and service to the weak
mentioned in other religions are in Hinduism
itself. That is why Swami Vivekananda stated
at the conference of World Religions at Chicago
in U.S.A. that Hinduism is the mother of all
Religions.

Revered Sir, I can better understand the unique
excellence of Hinduism only when I know in
detail about other religions. I pray therefore that
you may be pleased to tell me about Jain religion
first.

In the sixth century B.C. Hinduism lost its pris-
tine purity and grandeur. Hindu society had
become degenerate. Rites and rituals were costly
and the Upanishad philosophy was too high to be
understood by common people. Sacrifices had
become bloody. Mahaveera and Buddha re-
volted against this state of religion. They were re-
formers who wanted to cleanse Hinduism of its
corrupt practices and impart a new rational
approach.